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"In Australia the issue of homelessness is be-
coming more of a problem. Is their
- sufficient community support?
Is homelessness more prevalent in
metropolitan areas of Australia?”



PART [#] - THE PRODUCT DLW

Hypothesis/ Question :

“In Australia the issue of homelessness is becoming more of
a problem. Is their sufficient community support? Is
homelessness more prevalent in metropoﬂitah areas of
Australia?”

The topic chosen to research is the ‘Homeless’, this topic was chosen
because it is interesting and surprising how children, young
teenagers, adults and the elderly that struggle in this situation and
somehow find a way to survive.

Homelessness is a difficult term to define as people disagree on who
to include as homeless. Homeless is defined as “someone without a
conventional home and who lacks most of the economic and social
support that a home normally affords.” The homeless are often cut off
from support of relatives and friends, have few independent
resources and often have no immediate means of self support.
Basically they have inadequate access to safe and secure housing.
There are different degree’s of homeless, some live in the street or
access crisis refuge accommodation which is temporary etc.

“Homelessness on the increase” is a growing concern in Australia as
the statistics are rising. In my Research project | will: identify the main
problems and implications for the health of homeless; | will discuss
the government funding and support networks available for the
homeless; people in our communities can contribute to prevent and
put a stop to children, teenagers, adults and the elderly being
homeless.

The Focus topic “The Homeless” relates to the selected Course

- Content Area ‘Groups in Context; the homeless’ and can also be
linked to the option ‘Individuals and work; individual and group needs
meet through work’. Also the Core; ‘Parenting and Caring' relates to
some aspects and reasons for homelessness.

A number of research methods will be utilised to both primary and
secondary information. 1t will aim to distribute primary research
methods such as surveys, interviews and questionnaires to a variety




of students (different ages) at different schools, parents, teachers and
different employees at different support networks for the homeless.
The research will also include an observation of the percentages of
homeless people in metropolitan areas compared to country regions
using secondary research methods (internet; websites such as ABS)
other secondary resources such as; articles, video’s will be expected
to use to provide background information on homless, which can later
be applied to the resulis which have been gained through extensive

research.

There are many answers to questions that will be identified in my

research focusing on the homless .... Including;
Self Esteem? Access to Services? Education?
Causes of Homeles \
Security & Safety?? — HOMELESS | Employment?

Gout Assessment

Housing? Health? Sense of identity?  Financial Support?

Some examples of websites that contain secondary information to assist
the research are:

www. homeless. org. au

www. abc. het.au/ homeless/

www, chp org.au/

http llforums homeless.ora. au/

www. melbourne. homeless.org.au/ .

www. hanover. org. au/

www. centrelink. gov. au/ internet/ internet. nsf/ services/ homele
. ss.htm

www. wesleymission. org. aul community services/ Homeless ser

vices/ 2ct from= n

" There will be newspaper articles collected to reflect the effect of
homelessness on communtites and general public from the Sydney
Morning Herald, Sydney Telegraph and Parkes champion post.




The factual information found for the research topic at the corresponding
web sites and from any other secondary sources will help act as a
guideline for the research product, providing previous findings and
statistics, which can be included in questionnaires and interviews.

For this Research project it is important to address ethical guidelines to
ensure integrity of both the data and researcher is followed through. It is
necessary to be constantly aware of personal views, and take all
precautions to prevent bias in results. In order to follow ethical
guidelines, questionnaires, interviews and surveys should be created so
that people can answer themselves, without the researchers personal

" views or opinions being forced onto participants. To achieve ‘integrity of

data’ questions should stay simple, un-influenced way (not embiguous),
leading to the participants own personal views, thoughts and opinions
being expressed.

To ensure that primary sources handed out are ethical and appropriate,
the questions will be worded carefully with consideration and surveys
will be proof. By doing this, it ensures that questions will not be
offensive to any people, and to ensure that the privacy of any individual

. has not been breached.

This IRP aims to conduct the main body of my research over eight
weeks, then two weeks analysing the data, which | will have gathered,
recording my resuits of the research and then writing my final report.

The following is rhy timetable outlining my ten-week plan;

.

WEEK. | *DETAILS.>.

Start Research Product Diary ... Formulate research question & expand

Develop research proposal.

Submit research proposal.

Investigate secondary sources, record & note relevant data.

Develop questionnaire/ survey (pilot) Dlstnbute questionnaire & organise
interview.

Start literature review section of the report, conduct surveys & interviews

Analyse all data (ethically)

Record all data & findings, write draft report.

e 1Fe JEN]0s)) o|b|w(N] -

Write second report draft, ensure all sectlons are properly completed
including proposal & diary.

-
o

Complete report & diary, Analyse everythmg thoroughly then submit
both products.
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The research should explore different attitudes and views of the
homeless, identifying their problems and implications. The research
product will educate people to what support is available out there to the
homiless and how the community and yourself can help make a
difference in this world and put a stop ‘Homelessness'.

There a three types of people in this world.... Those who make things
happen, those who watch things happen and those who wonder why
things happen! This research product will explain and explore ways of
which you can help. It's your choice ..... “Experience the difference”

‘The Independent Research Project will be presented in an organised
folder with a page including ‘contents’ and ‘page numbers’ ..... The
following headings will be addressed;’

* Title Page * Methodologies

* Contents * Resulis

* Abstract * Analysis & Discussion
* Acknowledgments * Summary & Conclusion
* Introduction | * Bibliography

* Literature Review * Appendixes
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